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Read the Word: Joshua 1:6-9

Here God encourages Joshua to be strong and courageous as he leads the Israelites into
the promised land. Joshua is reassured that God will be with him wherever he goes.

If Joshua will only be careful to follow all of God's directions, he will be prosperous and
successful. This could have been a scary time for Joshua, but knowing God is with him
encourages him to be strong and courageous!

Talk it over:

How do you think Joshua felt leading the people into God's promised land?
What fears or worries do you have about school?

What can you do when you feel scared?

How can you be careful to do what God says?

When is a time that someone you know was strong and courageous?

Pray the Word:

Heavenly Father, we know that you have promised to be with
us always. We trust you to be with our children wherever they
g0, in the classroom, the hallways, the library, the bathrooms,
the playground, and cafeteria. We pray that you help our child
to be able to share any fears or anxieties they have about
going to school. We pray for understanding and compassion
as they venture out into the world to be shining lights for
Jesus! We pray for peace in their hearts, for strength and
courage to learn and love others well while they are at school.
We pray for them to do what is right even if they are afraid.
We pray that you will make them successful in all the things
that you have called them to do!
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Read the Word: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

This passage tell us how God knows us so intimately that he knows when we go to bed
at night to when we get up every morning! He knows what we are going to say even
before we say it! He formed us exactly the way he wants us to be and he knows what
our days are going to be like each and every day! He created us wonderfully for His
purpose, and he thinks about us all of the time!

Talk it over:

How does it make you feel to know that God loves you so much that he knows
every time you go to bed, wake up, or even sit down in your seat at school?

Do you think that he knows all of those things about your classmates too?

If God thinks so much about you, how much do you think he must love you?

Since God made and loves you so much, does it matter as much what others think
of you? How can you be more confident in the way God made you?

Pray the Word:
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Heavenly Father, we praise you that we are fearfully and 4
wonderfully made, just exactly the way you wanted us to be! —=
We praise you that you created us for this time and place in < U
history, that you know where we live, where we go to
\ school, and have a plan for the way we live our lives. We
pray that our child will find confidence in the fact that he or
she is perfectly loved and understood by God. We pray that
our child will not be swayed or discouraged by any negative
treatment they receive at school. We pray for them to
respond with kindness to those who are unkind. We pray
that our child feels your loving presence throughout the
“5 school day, and that nothing would hinder them from living
w7 our your purposes for them each and every day at school.
We pray for teachers and classmates to also know that they
are fearfully and wonderfully made by God.
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Read the Word: Psalm 19:1-2, Luke 2:51-52

In the Psalm passage, we learn God created the heavens for his glory, and that all of
his creation pours out knowledge of our Creator. In the Luke passage, when Jesus is
12 years old, he submits to his parents and increases in wisdom, stature, and in
favor with God and man.

Talk it over:

How do you think someone becomes wise? What is the benefit to being wise?
Why do you think that God created such an incredible world for us to learn about?
What are some of your favorite things to learn about in school?

How can learning things help you to be successful in life and your relationships?
What kind of attitudes about learning do you think makes God happy?

How can you show excitement and appreciation for learning to your teacher?

Pray the Word:

Heavenly Father, we pray that you would give our child
a hunger and thirst for wisdom and knowledge. We
pray that you would give the teacher a passion and
excitement for teaching about the great and wonderful
things that you have made. We pray that the lessons at
school would be engaging and rewarding. We pray that
our child would see the importance of education, and
that he or she will commit themselves fully to their
learning. We pray for the class as a whole to be
attentive. We pray for godly instruction, and that we as
parents are diligent to affirm and contribute to godly
instruction at home. We pray that our child would grow
in wisdom, stature and in favor with God and people.
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Read the Word: Philippians 4:4-9

This passage shows us how important it is that we think about the right things.
First, we should rejoice in each new day God gives to us! We can take any of our
concerns to God in prayer and ask him to give us peace. We should always be
careful to think about things that are true, lovely, and honorable so that God's
peace will guard our minds!

Talk it over:

How can | purposefully choose to rejoice and be happy for each school day?
What things that aren't true might I be believing? What is something true
instead that | can focus on?

What things do | worry about at school that we can pray for?

How do I guard my heart and mind from things that aren't true?

What is the best part of the school day that | can be excited about?

Pray the Word:

Dear Heavenly Father, we ask that you would fill our

child with the peace that passes all understanding

through Christ Jesus! We pray that they would rejoice

\ in each new school day. We pray that they would be
A\ open to share with us things that we can be praying
about together, and that we would see those prayers
answered in mighty ways that affirm our child's faith.
We pray that our child would not believe lies, but
would embrace what is true, lovely, and honorable at
school and in the world. We pray that you would be a
part of their thoughts each day, and that they would
4 immediately turn to you, Lord, whenever they need
your peace in any situation.
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Read the Word: Ephesians 2:8-10, Matthew 5:16,

Ephesians teaches us that we can be saved through faith in Jesus. It is a gift from God! Then, as a
result of our salvation, God will continue to work in us and through us in this world to be shining
lights for Him! Our good works don't save us, but the way we live our lives is important to show
the world what a great God we serve! God even has specific good works that he intends for each
one of us to do! Our good works can be a shining light for Jesus in our world!

Talk it over:

Have you put your faith in Jesus for salvation? Ask your parents to share about when
they first came to put their faith in Jesus.

Since Jesus now lives inside of each person who believes in him, we can now live for
him! How are you living for Jesus?

s there someone at school who you can be a friend to and tell them about Jesus?
How can your life and attitude shine the light of Jesus at school?

Pray the Word:

Dear Heavenly Father, we pray that our child would
4
29

put his/her faith in you alone for salvation. We ask
= that as our child grows in faith and maturity, even
\ when he/she fails, our child would come to you for
N grace and forgiveness. We pray that our child would
live in a way that glorifies and honors you! We ask
" that you would give our child an opportunity to
\ befriend and share their faith with their classmates.
@ We ask that you would give our child boldness to
/ talk about Jesus, and to witness for Jesus in school.
L\ We ask for the opportunity for our child to show love
| 4 and and forgiveness to his/her classmates, in order
to be shining lights for Jesus at school. We pray that
you would be glorified through the life and witness
of my child at school.
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Thank you for requesting this Back to School Family Prayer Guide! |
sincerely pray that this guide was helpful to your family as your child
begins a new school year! It was encouraging for me to write and pray for
those who would use it, and I trust that the Lord will continue to work
through it! Thank you for building Scripture and prayer into the life of this
next generation! You are being obedient to the Lord's encouragement in
Deuteronomy 6 to train up your children in the knowledge of the Lord as
you walk with them daily! I wanted to share with you two other resources
the Lord has blessed me to write and have published below. My first
book, The Marvelous Mud House, is a true story based on my family's
trip to Kenya! My second book, The Marvelous Maker, is the epic gospel
story starting with the Genesis creation, the fall, redemption, and final
restoration promised in Revelation. It is written as a parable of two
children who live through the entire Bible story! | hope you will check out
both of these books! Each month, I'll be adding more resources and
prayer guides to my website and email list as the Lord leads! Also be
looking for my back to school book, If Jesus Came To My School, to be
released in August 2023!

Sincerely, April Graney

Available
where
books

are sold

aprilgraney.com



https://www.amazon.com/Marvelous-Mud-House-Finding-Fullness/dp/1462740995/
https://www.amazon.com/Marvelous-Maker-Creation-Redemption-Parable/dp/1430070323

